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There shall I stand, around me the free hills,
And drink their air with unimprisoned breast,
And looking down on thee, despise thee, girl.
Ho! To the woods, ye maidens!   To the woods!

Medea's fierceness leaps into flame when she is told by
her father that strangers have arrived from a foreign
land, bearing rich treasure, and intent on laying waste the
land. "Go and kill them," is her advice to Metes, but she
will not stoop to the treachery planned by him toward the
leader of the invaders, Phrixus, the Greek The latter
conies bearing aloft the fateful golden fleece which, he had
stripped from a statue of the God Peronto at Delphi, in
obedience to a dream. Peronto is the patron deity of Col-
chis, and when Phrixus bends his knee before his statue
and thanks him for his protection, -ZEetes's religious jeal-
ousy is added to his greed, and he resolves on the destruc-
tion of the stranger who invokes his hospitality. Medea
vainly protests against the murder. Phrixus's dying curse
bespeaks misery and death for the children of the man
who has so vilely betrayed his guest, ^etes, terror-
stricken, would fain force the fleece, which portended the
ruin of his house, upon his lifeless victim, and Medea,
repeating with gruesome emphasis Phrixus's curse, fore-
tells the awful doom that is impending.

The expedition of the Argonauts, led by the war-like
Jason, is the theme of the second part of the trilogy. The
golden fleece is buried in a cave guarded by a dragon.
Medea has foreseen the coming of the avengers. ^Eetes
and his son Absyrtus appeal to her to avert their fate and
consult the gods. In the gloomy tower which is her re-
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. was at first attacked onmmoned before the curtain, came, and bowed."teinhof" (Starstone Farm, so (jailed
